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8. Income

In this chapter, we will talk about something you may have wanted to
discuss for a long time but are either embarrassed or do not have anyone to ask:
money. Americans consider it inappropriate to ask others about their income. It
is a more personal matter than even age or health. You can work side by side
with someone for many years and not know how much he or she makes. You
may be able to guess how much that could be with about 20% accuracy or even
less precisely, but the exact figures are usually not disclosed.

Moreover, if at the bottom of the pay scale, where the most common occupa-
tions are, everything is more or less straightforward, at the professional level, the
range is very wide. In some families, members do not always know exactly how
much the head of the household makes. A husband and wife may have separate
bank accounts and file separate tax returns while sharing joint expenses.

To some extent, income defines a person’s position in society. Someone
who was raised here has a rather clear idea of his or her place on this social lad-
der, just as we did in our country of origin. After arriving in the US, many lose
this reference point, and a lot of time is needed to understand how this new
social structure works, but you must do this in order to know what you are
worth and what you need to do to increase your own income.

One difficulty is that in the US many professions are valued differently than
they are in other countries. For example, being a retail salesperson in many coun-
tries without a market economy provides access to goods and therefore, a relatively
high standard of living, whereas in the US, it is one of the most common and
poorly paid occupations, where employee turnover can reach 30-50% a year. In the
same way, being a driver or owning a car in a country where only 10% of the pop-
ulation have driver‘s licenses is valued differently than here, where almost every-
one over the age of 16 or 18 can drive and has a car.

Despite the fact that it is very difficult to find out how much your
coworker earns, it is quite possible to learn the average income for any occupa-
tion, how many positions in the given field exist in a region, state, or the coun-
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8. Jloxoabl

B aT0ii rmaBe MBI TOTOBOPHM O TOM, YTO BBl JAaBHO XOTEIH OBl CIPOCHTH, HO
CTECHSICTECh WJIM BaM HE y KOTO 3TO CIPOCHTH: O JIcHbrax. Y aMepHKaHIICB HE
MIPUHATO CIIPAIIUBATh O J0X0/AaX. JDTO OoJiee JIMYHBII BOIIPOC, YeM Jake BO3PacT WIN
3M0poBhe. BBl MoxeTe paboTarh ¢ 4eIoBeKOM OOK 0 OOK MHOTO JIET W He 3HaTh,
CKOJIBKO OH TOJTy4daeT. BB MOXKeTe 0TaIbIBaThCs, B KAKUX MPEJENIaX 3TO MOXKET OBITh,
C TOYHOCTHIO +/- 20% win maxke eme MeHee onpene’IeHHo, HO TOYHAs CyMMa OOBITHO
HE pasryiaaeTcs.

W ecnu Ha HIKHEH IIKajde OIUIATHI, TAC€ HAXOAATCS HaWOOJIee MacCOBBIC
npodeccun, Bcé Oojrlee WM MEHEe TPOCTO, TO Ha YPOBHE MpodeccHoHaIoB pa3dopoc
OYEHP BEJIHK. bolee Toro, B HEKOTOPHIX CEMbSX YICHBI CEMbU HE BCET/la 3HAIOT KaKon
TOYHO JIOXOJ Y TJIaBBl CeMbU. MyXK M K€Ha MOTYT UMETh OTICIbHbIC OaHKOBCKHE
cueTa ¥ TO/aBaTh OTACIHHYIO HAJOTOBYIO JEKIAPAIHIO, JIEIsI COBMECTHBIE PacXOIbl
TOTIOJIaM.

Joxon ompenenseTr B KakoH-TO Mepe IMOJOKEHHE 4YeloBeka B oOIIecTBe.
UYenoBek, BBIPOCIINI 3/1€Ch, JOBOJIBHO OTYETIIMBO TMPENCTABISET, IJIe €r0 MECTO Ha
ATOHN COIMAIIBHOM IIKaJIe TOYHO TaKKe, KaK MBI 3HAIIK 3TO B CBOEi crpane. [Ipuexas B
CIIA, mMHOTHE TEepSIOT 3TOT OPUEHTHP, U TPEOyeTCsS JOBOJEHO MHOTO BPEMCHH,
9TOOBI TIOHATH, YTO K YEMY, HO CJIENaTh ATO COBEPIICHHO HEOOXOMWUMO LIS TOTO,
9TOOBl 3HAaTh Yero BBl CTOMTE W B KAKOM HANpaBICHWHW BaM HYKHO
COBEPILICHCTBOBATHCSI, YTOOBI YBEIMYUTH Balll COOCTBEHHBIN JOXOI.

Heno B Tom, uto B CIIA mMHOTHE pod)ecCHH MMEIOT COBEPIICHHO HE TaKoe
3Ha4YeHUE, KaKk B JPyrux crpaHax. Hampumep, mpodeccus mpomaBma BO MHOTHX
CTpaHaX C HCHACBHIIICHHBIM PBIHKOM OOECHEeUMBaeT JOCTYNl K TOBapaM H,
COOTBETCTBEHHO, OTHOCHUTEIHHO HEIUIOXOW ypOBEHB KM3HM, Torma kak B CIIIA ato
OJTHAa U3 CaMBIX MaCCOBBIX M HU3KO OIJIAYMBAEMBIX TIPOECCHii, TAE TEKyUECTh KaJlpoB
Moxer gocturatb 30-50% B roa. ToyHo Takke Kak mpodeccusi BOTUTENS HIU
HaJIM4YUe aBTOMAIIMHEI B cTpaHe, rje Toibko 10% HaceneHust MMEIOT BOAWTEINbCKHE
1paBa, OLICHMBAETCS HE TaK KaK 3/1€Ch, IJ€ MPAKTUUECKU KaxAblid ¢ Bo3pacTa 16-18
JIET BOAUT ¥ UMEET MAIIIVHY.

HecMmotps Ha TO, 9TO OYEHB TPYIHO y3HATH, CKOJBKO IONyYaeT BaIl COCEH IO
paboueMy MecTy, BIIOJHE BO3MOXKHO Y3HaTh, CKOJBKO MOJYYarOT B CPEIHEM JIFOIH
m060# npodeccun, CKOIBKO MO3ULMI JaHHOW MPO(EeCcCHH CYIIECTBYET B PETHOHE,
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try as a whole, and many other figures, as well as how these data vary from
year to year. Statistics in the US is at a level unthinkable in many others coun-
tries. All this information not only exists, but it is basically accessible to any-
one who knows about its existence or who tries to look for it. You can find
statistical data in a local library or take advantage of the fact that most informa-
tion that is collected and processed by the government is available on the Inter-
net.

8.1. Pay scale and social structure

In many cases, societies are thought of as composed of three social
classes: the poor, the middle class, and the rich. Stability of a society largely
depends on how big the middle class is relative to the whole population. The
concept “middle class” has no exact definition in the US. The middle class
covers most of the population and in turn is often divided into three levels:
lower middle class, middle class, and upper middle class.

In the 1970s, there was a very simple rule for determining whether a per-
son belonged to the upper middle class: his or her annual income in thousands
of dollars had to equal or exceed the person’s age. Thus, a thirty-year-old
would have been considered upper middle class with the income of $30,000 a
year, and a sixty-year-old — with that of $60,000. Because of inflation, now this
amount has to be multiplied by 3 or 4.

Statistical reports usually divide the population into five groups, each
containing 20% of all Americans. In this case, the lowest 20% are considered
poor, the top 20% are considered rich, and the middle 60% are middle class.
Sometimes the wealthiest 5% are analyzed separately from the top group.

Table 8-1 on page 386 shows incomes of the various segments of the
population over the last 31 years in current dollars, i.e. the exact amount
earned, and Table 8-2 on page 388 - in 2001 dollars adjusted for inflation.

As you can see, real income growth is not as significant as it seems at
first sight and is much more pronounced for high-income families.

Remember that in the US, whenever income is discussed, what is meant
is income before taxes (gross income), not after taxes (net income).
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mTare, CTpaHe ¥ MHOTHE JIpyTHe OAPOOHOCTH, a TakKXkKe Kak 3TH HU(PBI MEHAIOTCS U3
roga B rog. Craructuka B CIIIA HaxoguTcs Ha HEIOCATAEMOM JUIsl MHOTHX JPYTHX
CTpaH ypoBHE. Mayo Toro, 4ro 3Ta MH(OpPMAIM CYIIECTBYET, OHAa B TNPHHIIMIIE
IIOCTYIIHA JIFOOOMY, KTO 3HAeT O e€ CYIIeCTBOBAHWH WJIM KOMY TPHAET B TOJOBY €&
MOUCKaTb. BBl MOXeTe MOCMOTPETh CTATUCTUYECKUE CIPABOYHUKUA B MECTHOM
OUONMMOTEeKE WM BOCIIONB30BAaThCS TEM, YTO OOJBIIMHCTBO MH(OpMANUHU, KOTOPYIO
cobmparoT 1 00padaTEIBAIOT TOCYIaPCTBEHHBIC OpraHbl, JOCTYITHO uepe3 VIHTepHeT.

8.1. IIIkaJyia 10X010B M COLUAJIBHAA CTPYKTYpa

Bo MHoOrmx ciydasx, oOIIecTBO yCIIOBHO IENUTCSA Ha TPU Kiacca: OeIaHbIe,
CpelHMIi Kiacc M Oorarble. YCTOWYMBOCTH OOIIECTBA BO MHOTOM 3aBHCHUT OT TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO BEJIMK CPEIHUN KJIACC B MPOIICHTHOM OTHOIICHHH KO BCEMY HACEICHHIO.
[Honsitue “cpenuuii xknacc” B CLIA He uMeeT TOYHOTO ONpeAeNeHuUsl, IOMUMO TOrO,
YTO 3TA YaCTh HACCJICHUS UMEET JIOXOJ], MPEBBIMIAIINN YepTy OeaHocTH. CpeaHuit
KJIACC OXBATHIBAeT OOJBIIYI0 YacTh HACENIEHUS W B CBOIO O4Yepelb YacTo JENUTCS Ha
TPU TPYIIBI: HU3 CPEIHETO KJIacca, CPEIHUH KITacC U BEpX CPeTHero Kiacca.

B 70-e rompl CymIeCTBOBAJIO OYEHb MPOCTOE MPaBUIO OMpPEICICHUS
MIPUHAJUICKHOCTH 4YeJOBeKa K BepXy CpegHero Kiacca: ero TOMOBOH JOXOf,
BBIPaXCHHBIH B THICSYaX JIOJIAPOB, TOJHKEH ObLT OBITh HE MEHee ero Bozpacta. Takum
o0pa3oM, TpUALATHICTHUNA JokeH Obul  uMmerh goxoxm B $30,000, a
mecruaecatmietHrin — $60,000. B cBsa3u ¢ uHsIMEH, B HacToOsIIee BpeMs 3Ta
CyMMa JTOJDKHA OBITh yBenreHa B 3-4 pasa.

B craructuueckux JaHHBIX OOMIECTBO OOBIYHO Pa30MBAETCS HA MATh PaBHBIX
gacTtel, comepkammx 1o 20% o1 0011ero KOIM4ecTBa yYaCTHHKOB PAcCMaTPHBAEMBIX
rpynn kaxaas. B atom cnyyae Husmme 20% otHocsaTcs kK 6enuote, Bepxaue 20% - x
OorareiM, a cpennaue 60% -k cpeHeMy Kiaccy. MHOrma u3 BepxHeH 4acTH BBIICISIOT
5% caMbIx OOTaThIX.

Hwxe mpuBoasTCst TaONUIIBI TOJOBOTO JI0X0/a Pa3IMYHBIX TPYIIT HACEICHUS 3a
31 rox B Tekymux aosnapax (tabm. 8-1 Ha ctp. 387), T.e. B cymMMe, KoTopasi Oblia Ha
MOMEHT TIOIy4YeHus, U B mepecuére Ha 1998 rox ¢ yuérom musmm (Tadm. 8-2 Ha
cTp. 389).

Kakx MOXHO 3aMeTUTh, POCT PEaTbHBIX TOXOAOB HE TaKOM YK CTPEMHUTENbHEIH,
KaK KaXeTCsl Ha TEpBBIH B3MIAA, W CYHIECTBEHHO OOybIle y ceMedl ¢ OonbImnM
JIOXOJIOM.

[TomuuTe, uTo BO BCex ciydasx, koraa B CIIIA roopsT o moxome, UMeeTcs B
BHIIy JOXOX 110 yIutatel Haora (Gross Income) B otmmune oT “guctoro noxona” (Net
Income).
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Table 8-1: Mean Income for Different Groups of Families in Current Dollars

Year First Second Third Fourth Fifth Top
20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 5%

2001 $10,136 | $25,468 | $42,629 $66,839 $145,970 | $260,464
2000 10,157 25,361 42,233 65,653 142,269 252,400
1999 9,940 24,436 40,879 63,555 135,401 235,392
1998 9,223 23,288 38,967 60,266 127,529 222,283
1997 8,872 22,098 37,177 57,582 122,764 215,436
1996 8,596 21,097 35,486 54,922 115,514 201,220
1995 8,350 20,397 34,106 52,429 109,411 188,828
1994 7,762 19,224 32,385 50,395 105,945 183,044
1993 7,412 18,656 31,272 48,599 101,253 173,784
1992 7,288 18,181 30,631 47,021 91,110 144,608
1991 7,263 18,149 30,147 45,957 88,130 137,532
1990 7,195 18,030 29,781 44,901 87,137 138,756
1989 7,021 17,401 28,925 43,753 85,529 138,185
1988 6,504 16,317 27,291 41,254 78,759 124,215
1987 6,167 15,584 26,055 39,383 74,897 118,000
1986 5,944 14,961 24,979 37,622 70,340 107,444
1985 5,797 14,330 23,735 35,694 65,841 98,946
1984 5,606 13,634 22,547 33,944 61,648 90,629
1983 5,239 12,796 21,105 31,667 57,303 83,943
1982 5,003 12,238 20,195 30,026 54,164 78,945
1981 4,836 11,589 19,141 28,512 49,942 71,095
1980 4,483 10,819 17,807 26,219 46,053 66,617
1979 4,114 10,021 16,495 24,193 42,990 64,197
1978 3,807 9,112 15,010 21,980 38,791 57,625
1977 3,513 8,291 13,671 20,018 35,091 51,792
1976 3,278 7,780 12,762 18,521 32,320 47,805
1975 3,034 7,204 11,787 17,117 29,809 43,940
1974 2,911 6,973 11,206 16,181 28,259 41,669
1973 2,568 6,366 10,402 14,954 26,521 40,417
1972 2,316 5,898 9,625 13,817 24,806 38,447
1971 2,126 5,529 8,965 12,745 22,583 34,637

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Tao6u. 8-1: CpenHuii ceMeiiHbII ToI0BOI J10X01 B TEKYIIIHX JA0/Iapax
T'on Huxzue Bropsie Tpetbu UYerBépThIE ITsaTBIE Bepxuue
20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 5%
2001 $10,136 | $25,468 | $42,629 $66,839 $145,970 | $260,464
2000 10,157 25,361 42,233 65,653 142,269 252,400
1999 9,940 24,436 40,879 63,555 135,401 235,392
1998 9,223 23,288 38,967 60,266 127,529 222,283
1997 8,872 22,098 37,177 57,582 122,764 215,436
1996 8,596 21,097 35,486 54,922 115,514 201,220
1995 8,350 20,397 34,106 52,429 109,411 188,828
1994 7,762 19,224 32,385 50,395 105,945 183,044
1993 7,412 18,656 31,272 48,599 101,253 173,784
1992 7,288 18,181 30,631 47,021 91,110 144,608
1991 7,263 18,149 30,147 45,957 88,130 137,532
1990 7,195 18,030 29,781 44,901 87,137 138,756
1989 7,021 17,401 28,925 43,753 85,529 138,185
1988 6,504 16,317 27,291 41,254 78,759 124,215
1987 6,167 15,584 26,055 39,383 74,897 118,000
1986 5,944 14,961 24,979 37,622 70,340 107,444
1985 5,797 14,330 23,735 35,694 65,841 98,946
1984 5,606 13,634 22,547 33,944 61,648 90,629
1983 5,239 12,796 21,105 31,667 57,303 83,943
1982 5,003 12,238 20,195 30,026 54,164 78,945
1981 4,836 11,589 19,141 28,512 49,942 71,095
1980 4,483 10,819 17,807 26,219 46,053 66,617
1979 4,114 10,021 16,495 24,193 42,990 64,197
1978 3,807 9,112 15,010 21,980 38,791 57,625
1977 3,513 8,291 13,671 20,018 35,091 51,792
1976 3,278 7,780 12,762 18,521 32,320 47,805
1975 3,034 7,204 11,787 17,117 29,809 43,940
1974 2,911 6,973 11,206 16,181 28,259 41,669
1973 2,568 6,366 10,402 14,954 26,521 40,417
1972 2,316 5,898 9,625 13,817 24,806 38,447
1971 2,126 5,529 8,965 12,745 22,583 34,637

Uctounuk: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 8-2: Mean Income for Different Groups of Families in 2001
CPI-U-RS adjusted dollars
Year First Second Third Fourth Fifth Top
20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 5%

2001 | $10,136 | $25,468 | $42,629 $66,839 $145,970 | $260,464
2000 10,440 26,069 43,412 67,485 146,240 259,445
1999 10,558 25,956 43,422 67,509 143,825 250,037
1998 10,003 25,257 42,262 65,362 138,313 241,079
1997 9,758 24,304 | 40,888 63,330 135,019 | 236,943
1996 9,656 23,699 39,862 61,695 129,758 | 226,033
1995 9,631 23,527 39,340 60,475 126,202 | 217,807
1994 9,171 22,713 38,262 59,541 125,172 216,264
1993 8,942 22,506 37,725 58,628 122,148 209,647
1992 9,011 22,480 37,874 58,139 112,653 178,801
1991 9,206 23,003 38,210 58,248 111,701 174,315
1990 9,449 23,679 39,111 58,968 114,437 182,228
1989 9,679 23,989 39,876 60,318 117,911 190,503
1988 9,352 23,461 39,239 59,316 113,241 178,598
1987 9,190 23,223 38,826 58,687 111,610 175,840
1986 9,159 23,054 38,491 57,973 108,390 165,565
1985 9,096 22,485 37,242 56,007 103,310 155,254
1984 9,089 22,106 36,557 55,036 99,955 146,944
1983 8,833 21,575 35,584 53,393 96,617 141,534
1982 8,786 21,492 35,465 52,730 95,119 138,638
1981 8,995 21,556 35,603 53,033 92,894 132,239
1980 9,122 22,014 36,232 53,349 93,705 135,547
1979 9,295 22,642 37,269 54,662 97,133 145,048
1978 9,410 22,522 37,100 54,328 95,880 142,433
1977 9,057 21,374 | 35,244 51,606 90,465 133,520
1976 8,990 21,337 35,000 50,795 88,639 131,108
1975 8,798 20,891 34,181 49,637 86,443 127,421
1974 9,141 21,896 35,188 50,810 88,735 130,844
1973 8,863 21,970 35,899 51,608 91,528 139,485
1972 8,493 21,629 35,296 50,669 90,967 140,991
1971 8,036 20,900 | 33,888 48,177 85,365 130,930

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Tao6u. 8-2: Cpennuii ceMeiinblii ronoBoii 1oxox B qosuiapax 1998 roga
Ton Huxnue Bropsie Tpetbu YerépThie ITsaTeIC Bepxuue
20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 5%
2001 $10,136 | $25,468 | $42,629 $66,839 $145,970 | $260,464
2000 10,440 26,069 43,412 67,485 146,240 259,445
1999 10,558 25,956 43,422 67,509 143,825 250,037
1998 10,003 25,257 42,262 65,362 138,313 241,079
1997 9,758 24,304 40,888 63,330 135,019 236,943
1996 9,656 23,699 39,862 61,695 129,758 226,033
1995 9,631 23,527 39,340 60,475 126,202 217,807
1994 9,171 22,713 38,262 59,541 125,172 216,264
1993 8,942 22,506 37,725 58,628 122,148 209,647
1992 9,011 22,480 37,874 58,139 112,653 178,801
1991 9,206 23,003 38,210 58,248 111,701 174,315
1990 9,449 23,679 39,111 58,968 114,437 182,228
1989 9,679 23,989 39,876 60,318 117,911 190,503
1988 9,352 23,461 39,239 59,316 113,241 178,598
1987 9,190 23,223 38,826 58,687 111,610 175,840
1986 9,159 23,054 38,491 57,973 108,390 165,565
1985 9,096 22,485 37,242 56,007 103,310 155,254
1984 9,089 22,106 36,557 55,036 99,955 146,944
1983 8,833 21,575 35,584 53,393 96,617 141,534
1982 8,786 21,492 35,465 52,730 95,119 138,638
1981 8,995 21,556 35,603 53,033 92,894 132,239
1980 9,122 22,014 36,232 53,349 93,705 135,547
1979 9,295 22,642 37,269 54,662 97,133 145,048
1978 9,410 22,522 37,100 54,328 95,880 142,433
1977 9,057 21,374 35,244 51,606 90,465 133,520
1976 8,990 21,337 35,000 50,795 88,639 131,108
1975 8,798 20,891 34,181 49,637 86,443 127,421
1974 9,141 21,896 35,188 50,810 88,735 130,844
1973 8,863 21,970 35,899 51,608 91,528 139,485
1972 8,493 21,629 35,296 50,669 90,967 140,991
1971 8,036 20,900 33,888 48,177 85,365 130,930

Uctounuk: U.S. Census Bureau
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8.2. Income geography

Average incomes vary substantially depending on the economic situation
in the region. Heavily industrial states have much higher incomes than agricul-
tural states. However, we must take into account the cost of living, which is
much higher in metropolitan areas. Table 8-3 shows average incomes for a
family of 4 in different states.

Table 8-3: Median Income for a Family of 4 by State in 2001

1 |Alabama $51,156 27 |Montana 44,737
2 |Alaska 59,726 28 | Nebraska 56,692
3 | Arizona 49,397 29 |Nevada 53,054
4 | Arkansas 44,471 30 | New Hampshire 61,014
5 |California 55,209 31 | New Jersey 70,983
6 | Colorado 63,428 32 | New Mexico 43,829
7 | Connecticut 75,534 33 | New York 57,142
8 |Delaware 65,157 34 | North Carolina 54,331
9 | District of Columbia 60,674 35 | North Dakota 51,002
10 |Florida 52,581 36 | Ohio 60,169
11 | Georgia 55,989 37 | Oklahoma 47,436
12 |Hawaii 61,838 38 |Oregon 55,892
13 |Idaho 49,174 39 | Pennsylvania 58,507
14 |Illinois 61,672 40 |Rhode Island 62,339
15 |Indiana 55,284 41 | South Carolina 52,111
16 |Iowa 53,230 42 | South Dakota 49,702
17 |Kansas 55,341 43 | Tennessee 50,310
18 | Kentucky 49,108 44 | Texas 51,148
19 |Louisiana 49,037 45 | Utah 54,946
20 |Maine 51,059 46 | Vermont 53,691
21 |Maryland 71,404 47 | Virginia 60,860
22 |Massachusetts 68,958 48 | Washington 61,059
23 |Michigan 59,019 49 | West Virginia 43,239
24 | Minnesota 67,140 50 | Wisconsin 57,890
25 | Mississippi 43,907 51 | Wyoming 50,989
26 | Missouri 54,190

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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8.2. T'eorpadus 10xo010B

mrarel. Clieyer npasza JaeaTh HOMpaBKy Ha CTOMMOCTD JKW3HH, KOTOpasi 3HAYUTETbHO
BBIIIE B KPYIHBIX IPOMBILIICHHBIX LIEHTpaxX. B Tabm. §-3 nmpuBomsTCS JaHHBIE O CPEAHEM

YPOBHE 10X04a CEMbHU U3 4-X 4eJIOBeK B Pa3IMIHbIX MITAaTax.

Cpenssisi BEMYMHA JOXO/A CYIISCTBEHHO BAPBHUPYETCS B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO SKOHOMHUYECKH Pa3BUTa TEPPUTOPHSI TPOKUBaHUs. 1LITaThl ¢ BRICOKOPa3BUTOM
MIPOMBIIIICHHOCTRIO CYIIECTBEHHO IPEBOCXOAT IO JOXOMY CEIbCKOXO3SICTBEHHBIC

Taoa. 8-3: Cpennnii noxon ceMbu u3 4-x yesioBek B 2001 roxy
1 | Alabama $51,156 27 |Montana 44,737
2 | Alaska 59,726 28 |Nebraska 56,692
3 |Arizona 49,397 29 |Nevada 53,054
4 | Arkansas 44,471 30 |New Hampshire 61,014
5 | California 55,209 31 |New Jersey 70,983
6 |Colorado 63,428 32 |New Mexico 43,829
7 | Connecticut 75,534 33 |New York 57,142
8 |Delaware 65,157 34 |North Carolina 54,331
9 |District of Columbia 60,674 35 |North Dakota 51,002
10 |Florida 52,581 36 |Ohio 60,169
11 | Georgia 55,989 37 |Oklahoma 47,436
12 |Hawaii 61,838 38 |Oregon 55,892
13 |Idaho 49,174 39 |Pennsylvania 58,507
14 |Illinois 61,672 40 |Rhode Island 62,339
15 |Indiana 55,284 41 |South Carolina 52,111
16 |Iowa 53,230 42 | South Dakota 49,702
17 |Kansas 55,341 43 |Tennessee 50,310
18 |Kentucky 49,108 44 | Texas 51,148
19 |Louisiana 49,037 45 |Utah 54,946
20 |Maine 51,059 46 | Vermont 53,691
21 |Maryland 71,404 47 | Virginia 60,860
22 |Massachusetts 68,958 48 | Washington 61,059
23 |Michigan 59,019 49 | West Virginia 43,239
24 | Minnesota 67,140 50 | Wisconsin 57,890
25 | Mississippi 43,907 51 | Wyoming 50,989
26 | Missouri 54,190

Hcrounuk: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services




392 Income

8.3. Poverty level

Despite the fact that the US are the richest country in the world and
spend a lot of money on aid to other countries, there is a significant segment of
the population (about 12%) whose standard of living is below the established
minimum due to low income.

This minimum, referred to as poverty level, is established based on the cost
of housing, goods, and services (a consumer basket) that are necessary to support a
family and varies depending on the number of family members and their age.

Table 8-4: Poverty Thresholds in 2001

Size of family unit Related children under 18 years
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 >/=8

One person

Under 65 years 9,214

Over 65 years 8,494
Two people

Householder under 65 years 11,859 | 12,207

Householder 65 years and over | 10,705 | 12,161
Three people 13,853 | 14,255 | 14,269
Four people 18,267 | 18,566 | 17,960 | 18,022
Five people 22,029 | 22,349 | 21,665 | 21,135 | 20,812
Six people 25,337 | 25,438 | 24,914 | 24,411 | 23,664 | 23,221
Seven people 29,154 | 29,336 | 28,708 | 28,271 | 27,456 | 26,505 | 25,462
Eight people 32,606 | 32,894 | 32,302 | 31,783 | 31,047 | 30,112 | 29,140 | 28,893
Nine people or more 39,223 | 39,413 | 38,889 | 38,449 | 37,726 | 36,732 | 35,833 | 35,610 | 34,238

Source: U.S. Census Bureau (Proctor, Dalaker)

The official poverty level does not vary from region to region but is
adjusted for inflation every year. The ratio of the family’s income to this stan-
dard determines eligibility for various state and federal aid programs, such as
food stamps, Medicaid, subsidized housing, etc.

The distribution of those living below poverty level throughout the US is
not uniform. There are more or less prosperous cities, counties, and states.

Below are the state averages for 1999-2001.



Jloxo b1 393

8.3. Uepra OegnoCcTH

Hecmotps Ha To, uto CIIIA sBistIoTCsS camoit Goraroif cTpaHOl Mypa M TPaTsIT
OTPOMHBIE CPEIICTBAa HAa IOMOIIb APYTHM CTpaHaM, 3[€Ch CYIIECTBYET 3HAYUTENbHas
rpynna HaceneHus (okomo 12%), >KU3HEHHBIH YpOBEHb KOTOPOH HE OTBEYaeT
YCTaHOBJIEHHOMY CTaHIapTy IO MPUYMHE HU3KOTO JOXOa.

DTOT cTaHmapT, KOTOpHIM HaspiBaeTcs Poverty Level (depra OemHOCTH),
YCTaHaBIUBAETCS C YU4ETOM peajbHOM CTOMMOCTH MHUHHMMAJIBbHO HEOOXOAMMOTO IUIs
KH3HH CEMbH Ha0Opa >KWIIbs, TOBAPOB M YCIYT (TIOTPEOUTENBCKOW KOP3HHBI) U
BapbUPYETCs B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT KOJINUECTBA WICHOB CEMbH, a TAK)KE UX BO3PACTa.

Ta6u. 8-4: O¢uunanvHas yepra degnoctu B 2001 roay
Pasmep cembu Komnnuectpo nerei go 18 ner
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 >/=8

OnuHOKHI

Momnoxe 65 . 9,214

Crapuue 65 1. 8,494
2 4yeoBeK

I'maBa cembu mosoxe 65 1. 11,859 | 12,207

I'maBa cembu crapue 65 J1. 10,705 | 12,161

3 yenmoBek 13,853 | 14,255 | 14,269

4 genoBex 18,267 | 18,566 | 17,960 | 18,022

5 yenoBek 22,029 | 22,349 | 21,665 | 21,135 | 20,812

6 genoBek 25,337 | 25,438 | 24,914 | 24,411 | 23,664 | 23,221

7 uenosek 29,154 | 29,336 | 28,708 | 28,271 | 27,456 | 26,505 | 25,462

8 yenosek 32,606 | 32,894 | 32,302 | 31,783 | 31,047 | 30,112 | 29,140 | 28,893

9 uenoBexk u Oonee 39,223 | 39,413 | 38,889 | 38,449 | 37,726 | 36,732 | 35,833 | 35,610 | 34,238

Hcrounnk: U.S. Census Bureau (Proctor, Dalaker)

Bemmunba odunmanbHOrO ypoBHS OCTHOCTM HE 3aBHCHT OT MECTa JKUTEIhCTBA
CeMBbH, HO MEHSIeTCSl U3 Toia B 101 ¢ yuéroM nHQursimu. COOTHOIIEHHE JOX01a CEMBH C
STOH BENMYMHON OINpenesseT IMpaBO Ha IOMOINb CO CTOPOHBI TOCYHAapCTBA B BHIE
Pa3IMYHBIX MPOTPaMM, TAKKX Kak (yacTemiibl, Meaukeii, CyOCHIMPOBaHHOE KIILE U T.]1.

Pacnipenenenue >xuBymux HIbKe ypoBHS 0eqHOCTH 110 Tepputopuu CIIA odeHb
HeofgHopoaHo. CylmecTBYIOT Oonee M MeHee Omaromoiy4yHble ropoza, TrpadcTsa,
LITaTHL.

Hwxe nmpuBogstcst nanusie, ycpenneHHsie 3a 1999-2001 roxsl, ¢ pa30UBKOH 110
LITaTaM.
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Income

Table 8-5: Percent of People Below Poverty Line by State: Average 1997-1998
State % State %
1 USA 11.6 27 Missouri 10.2
2 Alabama 14.8 28 Montana 14.4
3 Alaska 7.9 29 Nebraska 9.7
4 Arizona 12.9 30 Nevada 9.0
5 Arkansas 16.3 31 New Hampshire 6.2
6 California 13.1 32 New Jersey 7.7
7 Colorado 9.0 33 New Mexico 18.8
8 Connecticut 7.4 34 New York 14.1
9 Delaware 8.5 35 North Carolina 12.9
10 District of Columbia |16.1 36 North Dakota 12.4
11 Florida 12.0 37 Ohio 10.8
12 Georgia 12.6 38 Oklahoma 14.3
13 Hawaii 10.4 39 Oregon 11.8
14 Idaho 12.7 40 Pennsylvania 9.2
15 Illinois 10.2 41 Rhode Island 10.0
16 Indiana 7.9 42 South Carolina 12.7
17 Iowa 7.7 43 South Dakota 9.0
18 Kansas 10.1 44 Tennessee 13.2
19 Kentucky 12.4 45 Texas 15.2
20 Louisiana 17.5 46 Utah 8.0
21 Maine 10.3 47 Vermont 9.8
22 Maryland 7.3 48 Virginia 8.0
23 Massachusetts 10.2 49 Washington 10.4
24 Michigan 9.7 50 West Virginia 15.6
25 Minnesota 6.8 51 Wisconsin 8.6
26 Mississippi 16.8 52 Wyoming 10.3

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau (Proctor, Dalaker, 2002)

Age and ethnic composition of this segment of the population is also not

homogeneous. First-generation immigrants account for part of it. In 1998, of the 34.5
million of the American poor, 4.7 million were people who had been born outside the
US. We must note that what is considered poverty level in the US may be above the
average standard of living in many countries where immigrants come from. There-
fore, many of them are quite satisfied with their income, at least for a short time after
their arrival, and some forever, because plenty of government aid is available.
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Tao6.. 8-5: IIpoueHT HaceleHNsl, )KUBYIIIMI HUKe YePThl O€JHOCTH
[Irar % [Tar %
1 USA 11.6 27 Missouri 10.2
2 Alabama 14.8 28 Montana 14.4
3 Alaska 7.9 29 Nebraska 9.7
4 Arizona 12.9 30 Nevada 9.0
5 Arkansas 16.3 31 New Hampshire 6.2
6 California 13.1 32 New Jersey 7.7
7 Colorado 9.0 33 New Mexico 18.8
8 Connecticut 7.4 34 New York 14.1
9 Delaware 8.5 35 North Carolina 12.9
10 District of Columbia |16.1 36 North Dakota 12.4
11 Florida 12.0 37 Ohio 10.8
12 Georgia 12.6 38 Oklahoma 14.3
13 Hawaii 10.4 39 Oregon 11.8
14 Idaho 12.7 40 Pennsylvania 9.2
15 Illinois 10.2 41 Rhode Island 10.0
16 Indiana 7.9 42 South Carolina 12.7
17 lowa 7.7 43 South Dakota 9.0
18 Kansas 10.1 44 Tennessee 13.2
19 Kentucky 12.4 45 Texas 15.2
20 Louisiana 17.5 46 Utah 8.0
21 Maine 10.3 47 Vermont 9.8
22 Maryland 7.3 48 Virginia 8.0
23 Massachusetts 10.2 49 Washington 10.4
24 Michigan 9.7 50 West Virginia 15.6
25 Minnesota 6.8 51 Wisconsin 8.6
26 Mississippi 16.8 52 Wyoming 10.3

HNCTOYHUK: U.S. Census Bureau (Proctor, Dalaker, 2002)

Takxke He ONHOPONEH BO3PACTHOM M OSTHUYECKHM COCTaB 3TOW TIPYIIIBI
HaceneHus. YacTh €€ COCTaBJISAIOT MMMHUTPAHTHI B TIEpBOM mokojieHuu. B 1998 romy
3 34.5 MIJUTHOHOB OC¢MHBIX 4.7 MIJUTHMOHA OBLTH JIIOMU, POXKACHHBIE 3a MpeaeiaMu
CIIA. CrnenmyeT OTMETHTH, YTO YPOBEHb JKH3HH, CUMTAIOIINICS 4epToil OEIHOCTH B
CILA, BeposTHO BHIIIE, YeM CpEeIHUI YPOBEHb KU3HU BO MHOTHX CTpaHaxX, OTKyJa
MPHUOBIBAIOT 3MUTPAHTHI, TIOATOMY MHOTHE M3 HHX BITOJHE YIAOBIETBOPEHBI TaKUM
MOJIOKEHHEM, KaK MHHUMYM BpPEMEHHO, a HEKOTOpbIe HaBcerJa, TeM OoJee 4To
roCyJapCTBO OKa3bIBAET CYIIECTBEHHYO IIOMOILIb.
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